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Instrumentation

3 Flutes (3™ Flute also Piccolo)

3 Oboes

3 Bb Clarinets (3™ Clarinet also Eb Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3" Bassoon also Contrabassoon)

4 Horns

3 C Trumpets
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
3 Percussionists

Xylophone, Glockenspiel, Tubular Chimes

Bass Drum, Snare Drum,

Crash Cymbals, Medium Suspended Cymbal,
Brake Drum, Triangle, Castanets, Temple Blocks

Harp
Piano

Strings

Performance Notes
Score is transposed.
Accidentals remain in effect for the duration of the measure, only at the octave in which

they occur. They are sometimes rewritten within a measure for clarity. Naturals are
often used across barline boundaries to further improve readability.

Approximate duration: 15’

Score Contents and movement durations

l. Octagonia pp. 1-32 (12°)
1. The Comet Bridge pp. 32-56 (3°)



Program Listing

The Cosmic Garden in Bloom (2016) Michael Gandolfi (b. 1956)
I. Octagonia
Il. The Comet Bridge

Program Notes

The Cosmic Garden in Bloom continues a lifelong project that was started in 2004
when | first discovered Charles Jencks’ magnificent ‘Garden of Cosmic Speculation,” a 30-
acre masterpiece of land art, sculpture, plantings and musings on science, nature,
mathematics, cosmology, and our place in the universe. My method is to compose music
to Jencks’ garden as it grows through the years. The two movements that comprise the
present work, Octagonia and The Comet Bridge, which total fifteen minutes in length, will
be added to the existing eleven movements, bringing the total work to eighty-five minutes
in length. It is not my intention that the entire 13-movement work be performed in one
concert. | suggest that it is best to select any number of movements, placed in any
order, for a given concert. This is equivalent to the way in which one experiences Jencks’
garden — from different perspectives on different occasions.

The first movement of The Cosmic Garden in Bloom, Octagonia, is based on a
library that is found at ‘the Garden of Cosmic Speculation.” As the title suggests, the
library is all about ‘eights,’ as is my piece. Octagonia is an eight-sided building, which
houses texts centered on eight main topics: Nature and Evolution, Language and Mind,
Arts and Architecture, Philosophy and Power, Feminism and Spirituality, Economics and
Politics, Religion and the first eight books of the Bible, and Science and Cosmology. |
composed passages or themes that represent each of these topics and set them in a
dialogue throughout the piece’s 12-minute length. These themes appear in the order
listed above. However, it is not necessary to chart them literally to gain access to the
piece. There is much to observe purely on a musical basis, without dependence on
programmatic elements. One salient feature worth illuminating is the aggregate of the
opening descending scales, which represent Nature and Evolution. These scales recur in
various guises throughout the movement. It seemed to me appropriate that the Nature
and Evolution theme functions in this way, as nature and evolution are responsible for
each of the other topics. These scales are comprised of eight notes and by the
movement’s end, all twenty-nine possible eight-note scales are heard.

The Second movement, The Comet bridge, is a brief, exceedingly fast, energetic
romp, akin in sound to the steely, sleek and glistening design of Jencks’ ‘Comet Bridge’ —
a recently completed footbridge at ‘the Garden of Cosmic Speculation’ that spans a
shallow ravine. We have a long history with comets, which has sparked myriad myths
and folklore, including the belief that comets were the harbinger of doom, a myth that
was likely started when one was observed at the time of Julius Caesar’s death in 44 BC. A
brief middle section of this otherwise increasingly-energetic work, winks its eye at this
notion.

The premiere of this work in Pritzker Pavilion is particularly gratifying owing it being
a design by Frank Gehry, a very good friend of Charles Jencks. | am also very moved by
the artistic support of Leigh Levine, Carlos Kalmar and the Grant park Orchestra.

- Michael Gandolfi
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to Carlos Kalmar, Leigh Levine and the Grant Park Orchestra
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Octagonia
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